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Introduced by Council Members Hyde, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Gaffney, Holt, Johnson, Joost, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2008-509-A
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF COMMUNITY LEADERS ATTEMPTING TO BRING THE “KNOWLEDGE IS POWER PROGRAM” (KIPP) TO JACKSONVILLE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) is a national network of free, open-enrollment, college preparatory schools in under-resourced communities throughout the United States serving over 14,000 students in 57 schools in 17 states and the District of Columbia; and


WHEREAS, the KIPP schools are based on a core set of operating principles known as the “Five Pillars” – high expectations, choice and commitment, more time, power to lead, and focus on results – that, along with extended school days, a longer school year, and well trained and motivated teachers, provide unique learning opportunities for the students they enroll; and


WHEREAS, KIPP’s methods and the commitment of faculty, parents and students allow KIPP schools to produce remarkable results, including substantial student improvement in classroom performance and on standardized tests, and substantially increased enrollment rates in higher education; and 


WHEREAS, a group of community leaders from the private sector and representatives of local, state and federal government, including Mayor Peyton, Congresswoman Brown and members of the Jacksonville City Council, desire Jacksonville to be selected as a city where KIPP will open and operate schools and apply its methods and expertise to helping improve the quality of public education in our city in up to five KIPP schools, and the City is supportive of those efforts to raise expectations and performance in the public school system; and 


WHEREAS, private sector individuals have committed substantial resources and guaranties to ensure the financial viability of the KIPP schools to be opened and operated and to eliminate any cost to the public school system; and 


WHEREAS, this commitment is indicative of Jacksonville’s desire to provide the greatest possible opportunities for childhood education; and 

WHEREAS, Jacksonville is one of three cities now being considered for selection as a “KIPP City” in 2008 and would be the first city in the State of Florida to open and operate a KIPP school beginning in 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council has previously and unanimously expressed its support for KIPP coming to Jacksonville, and in 2008-481-A sought additional information regarding KIPP that has now been received; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby supports and encourages the efforts of those community leaders attempting to bring the Knowledge Is Power Program to Jacksonville, and expresses its support of the application to become a KIPP City and wishes the group the best of success in applying for and competing in KIPP’s site selection process.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation so as to be consistent with the application and site determination deadlines.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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